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SUBJECT: ABDUCT I ON/ ARREST OF FULBRIGHT PROGRAM COORDINATOR EL IDA 

MESSIAN, MAY 24, 1976 



ARGENTINA PROJECT (S200G00044) 

U.s. DEPT. OF STATE, A/RPS/IPS 
Margaret P. Grafeid, Director 
( t^Refeaae ( ) Excise ( )Deny 

■ Exempti e ft fr ) : — . — ... ..... — ■ . - - ■ 

) In Part (HlnFull 

( )Oawifyaa_ ( ) Extend aa__ ( ) Downgrade to _ 
Date TWiflMtAnn ftea*on_^ — 


1. FOLLOWING INFORMATION WAS GIVEN BY SUBJECT'S MOTHER TO 
EMBASSY REPRESENTATIVES: AT APPROXIMATELY 2240 HOURS ON 

MAY 24, 1976, FOUR MEN DRESSED IN BLUE JEANS APPEARED AT THE 
DOOR OF 5340 PARAGUAY STREET IN BUENOS AIRES, ARGENTINA. THE . 
MEN WERE ARMED WITH SUBMACHINE GUNS AND OTHER WEAPONS. THEY 
REQUESTED AND WERE GRANTED ENTRY INTO THE HOME OF MRS. GUMERSINDA 
DOMINICA ESCUDERO DE MESSINA, MOTHER OF SUBJECT. 


2. THE FOUR MEN ASKED FOR THE SUBJECT, AND THEY WERE INFORMED 
THAT SHE DID NOT RESIDE AT THE PARAGUAY ADDRESS. (NOTE: 

THE HOUSE IS A ROOMING HOUSE FOR ARGENTINE AND URUGAYUAN 
UNIVERSITY STUDENTS, FOURTEEN OF WHOM NORMALLY OCCUPY THE 
ESTABLISHMENT ALONG WITH THE MOTHER, FATHER AND SISTER OF THE 
SUBJECT.) THE STUDENTS WERE GATHERED INTO A SINGLE ROOM AND 
PLACED UNDER GUARD BY ONE MEMBER OF THE GROUP. THE MOTHER AND 
SISTER WERE CONDUCTED TO THE KITCHEN WITH THE REMAINING THREE 
INTRUDERS. THE SUBJECT'S FATHER REMAINED ASLEEP DURING 
THIS PORTION OF THE INCIDENT. AFTER A PERIOD OF TIME, 

THE MOTHER WAS QUESTIONED CONCERNING THE ADDRESS OF THE 
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SUBJECT. SHE ADVISED THEM THAT HER DAUGHTER'S APARTMENT 
WAS LOCATED AT 5046 SANTA FE STREET, FIFTH FLOOR, APART- 
MENT D WHICH WAS SEVERAL BLOCKS AWAY FROM THE PARENT'S 
HOUSE . 

3 . THREE MEMBERS OF THE GROUP DEPARTED LEAVING EVERYONE 
IN -THE CUSTODY OF A SINGLE GUARD. THEY RETURNED TO THE 
PARENT'S HOUSE ABOUT 0030 HOURS, MAY 25, 1976, ADVISED THE 
MOTHER THAT THE SUBJECT'S SON (APPROXIMATELY 10 YEARS OLD) 

WAS ALONE IN THE APARTMENT ON SANTA FE STREET. IN ADDITION, 
THEY STATED THAT THE SUBJECT WAS IN THEIR CUSTODY AND SHE 
WOULD BE RETURNED LATER ON MAY 25. THE INTRUDERS HAD INFORMED 
SUBJECT'S MOTHER THEY WERE MEMBERS OF THE GOA ARMY. 


4. IT WAS THE MOTHER'S OPINION THAT HER DAUGHTER HAD BEEN 
TAKEN INTO CUSTODY BECAUSE HER FRIENDSHIP WITH BEATRIZ 
CASOY, WHO IS A STUDENT IN ENGLAND. CASOY HAD A BROTHER, 
ACCORDING TO THE MOTHER, WHO WAS KILLED AS AN EXTREMIST 
APPROXIMATELY TWO WEEKS AGO. MOTHER STATED THAT AFTER 
INFORMING THIS EMBASSY OF HER DAUGHTER'S ABDUCTION, SHE 
PROCEEDED TO THE SUBJECT'S APARTMENT ON SANTA FE STREET AND 
RETURNED TO HER HOME WITH SUBJECT'S SON. SHE STATED THAT 
THE APARTMENT ON SANTA FE WAS IN TOTAL DISARRAY REFLECTING 
THAT THE INTRUDERS HAD CONDUCTED AN EXTENSIVE SEARCH OF 
THE QUARTERS. THE MOTHER ALSO CONTACTED THE GOA FEDERAL 
POLICE. SHE DID NOT SEE HER DAUGHTER, THEREFORE, COULD 
NOT GIVE ANY INFORMATION AS TO HER PHYSICAL CONDITION. 


5. AT 0230 HOURS ON MAY 25 THE RSO CALLED POLICE CONTACTS 
SEEKING INFORMATION ON SUBJECT'S ARREST, AND AT 
0600 HOURS ALSO CALLED OFFICE OF MIN OF INTERIOR AND OF 
SECURITY SERVICES TO EXPRESS EMBASSY'S CONCERN AND SEEK 
ASSISTANCE IN ESTABLISHING WHETHER SUBJECT WAS FORMALLY 
ARRESTED AND IN DETERMINING HER WHEREABOUTS. SUBSEQUENTLY, 
OUR MONITORING OF POLICE RADIO NET ESTABLISHED THAT HEAD- 
QUARTERS HAS INQUIRED OF PRECINCT OFFICES IF THEY HAVE 
SUBJECT IN CUSTODY, AND MINISTRY OF INTERIOR STATES THAT 
SIMILAR INQUIRIES ARE BEING MADE OF VARIOUS INTELLIGENCE 
SERVICES. EMPLOYEES OF EMBASSY'S OWN SECRUITY SERVICES ARE 
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IF CHARGES HAVE BEEN MADE AGAINST HER. WE BELIEVE SEVERAL 
HOURS WILL ELAPSE BEFORE WE CAN REASONABLY EXPECT A REPLY 
TO THESE INQUIRIES. 

6. DIPLOMATIC CORPS GATHERED AT CASA ROSADA AT 0945 TO 
GREET JUNTA AND PROCEED TO MASS CELEBRATING MAY 25. 

AMBASSADOR USED OCCASION TO PRESENT TO CHIEF OF PROTOCOL 
PRESIDENT FORD'S NATIONAL DAY MESSAGE AND TO EXPRESS EMBASSY'S 
INTENSE CONCERN OVER WHAT APPEARS TO HAVE BEEN AN IRREGULAR 
ARREST OF AN EMPLOYEE OF A B I NATIONAL COMMISSION. 

7. COMMENT: WE WILL REPORT SOONEST ANY DEVELOPMENTS IN THIS CASE. 

HILL 
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